Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, July 9", 2023
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost & Fifth Sunday of Matthew

Hieromartyr Pankratios, bishop of Taormina in Sicily; Martyrs Andrew and Probus

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Four)

Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of
the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the
Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great

Mercy.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O
good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed
thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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The Epistle for the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

How great are Thy works, O Lord!
In wisdom hast Thou made them all.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul
to the Romans. (10:1-10)

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to
God for Israel is that it may be saved. I bear
them witness that they have a zeal for God,
but it is not enlightened. For, being ignorant
of the righteousness that comes from God,
and seeking to establish their own, they did
not submit to God’s righteousness. For
Christ 1s the end of the law, that everyone
who has faith may be justified. Moses writes
that the man who practices the righteousness
which is based on the law shall live by it.
But the righteousness based on faith says:
Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend
into Heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down)
or “Who will descend into the abyss?” (that
is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But
what does it say? The word is near you, on
your lips and in your heart (that is, the word
of faith which we preach); because, if you
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved. For man
believes with his heart and so is justified,
and he confesses with his lips and so is
saved.
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Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Matthew

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Matthew. (8:28-9:1)

At that time, when Jesus came to the country
of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met Him,
coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no
one could pass that way. And behold, they
cried out, “What have we to do to Thee, O
Son of God? Art Thou come here to torment
us before the time?” Now a herd of many
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swine was feeding at some distance from
them. And the demons begged Him, “If Thou
castest us out, send us away into the herd of
swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So they
came out and went into the swine; and
behold, the whole herd rushed down the
steep bank into the sea, and perished in the
waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into
the city they told everything, and what had
happened to the demoniacs. And behold, all
the city came out to meet Jesus; and when
they saw Him, they begged Him to leave
their neighborhood. And getting into a boat
He crossed over and came to His own city.
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1 Year Memorial
Rafiq Khalil Hattar
Memory Eternal!

Wedding
@3 Raouf Kawar
and
Marina Andoun
Congratulations!

Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event
7/8/2023 | 5:00pm |Great Vespers
6:00pm |Compline with Canon for Holy Communion
7/9/2023 | 8:45am |Orthros
10:00am  |Divine Liturgy
7/11/2023 | 6:00pm |Divine Liturgy for St Paisios
7:00pm |Choir Practice
7/12/2023 | 6:00pm |SOYO Night
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Welcome
Home!

$t. Marys Orthodox Church
would Lige to welcome Gack
Archdeacon Saed Rihani!
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On July 9 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commem-
orate the Hieromartyr Pankratios, bishop of Taormina in
Sicily, and disciple of the Holy Apostle Peter. This saint
was born in Antioch during the time when the Lord Jesus
Christ walked as a man on earth. Hearing about the mira-
cles of Christ, the parents of Pankratios desired to see the
Lord. Together with Pankratios, they traveled to Jerusalem
where they saw Jesus, heard His words and witnessed His
miracles. While there, Pankratios met the Apostle Peter.
After the Ascension of the Lord, both parents and Pankrati-
os were baptized in Antioch. Later, the Apostles Peter and
Paul appointed Pankratios as the Bishop of Taormina in
Sicily. There he worked many miracles, destroyed the
idols, baptized the unbaptized, strengthened the baptized
and governed well the Church of God. A heathen com-
mander, Aquilinus, heard that the entire city of Taormina
became Christian and set out with an army to destroy it.
Pankratios went with the clergy outside the city carrying
the invincible weapon, the Honorable Cross. When the ar-
my approached the city, darkness befell them and the sol-
diers were overcome with great fear. Confused, the attack-
ers turned against one another and slaughtered each other.
In the end, Pankratios was stoned to death by envious and
evil heathens and found rest in the Lord.




