Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, June 25, 2023
Third Sunday After Pentecost & Third Sunday of Matthew

Apodosis (Leave-Taking) of the Forerunner’s Nativity
Venerable Martyr Febronia of Nisibis; Venerable Prokopios of the Iviron Skete on Athos

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath
the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life,
glory to Thee.
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Troparion of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist (Tone Four)

O prophet and Forerunner of Christ God’s coming to us, all we who with longing now extol
thee are at a loss to honor thee worthily. For thy mother’s barrenness and father’s long
silence, by thine all-renowned and hallowed birth, were both ended, and the Incarnation of
the Son of God is preached unto all the world.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone Two)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O
good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed
thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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The Epistle for the Third Sunday after Pentecost

The Lord is my strength and my song.

With chastisement hath the Lord chastened
me.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul
to the Romans. (5:1-10)

Brethren, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him also we have obtained
our access by faith to this grace in which we
stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of
God. And not only so, but we also boast in
our tribulations, knowing that tribulation
produces patience; and patience produces
character, and character produces hope, and
hope does not put to shame, because the love
of God has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit which has been giv-
en to us. For while we were still weak, in due
season Christ died for the ungodly. For
scarcely for a righteous man will one die,
though perhaps for a good man one would
even dare to die. But God shows his own
love toward us in that while we were yet sin-
ners Christ died for us. Much more then, be-
ing now justified by his blood, through him
shall we be saved from the wrath. For if we
were reconciled to God through the death of
his Son, while we were enemies, much more,
being reconciled, we will be saved by his
life.
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Gospel for the Third Sunday of Matthew

The Reading from the Holy
according to St. Matthew. (6:22-33)
The Lord said, “The eye is the lamp of the
body. So, if your eye is sound, your whole
body will be full of light; but if your eye is
evil, your whole body will be full of dark-
ness. If then the light in you is darkness, how
great is the darkness! No one can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and mammon. Therefore, I tell you, do
not be anxious about your life, what you
shall eat or what you shall drink; nor about
your body, what you shall put on. Is not the
soul more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of heaven: they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not of more value than they? And
which of you by being anxious can add one
cubit to his stature? And why are you anx-
ious about clothing? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow; they neither toil
nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon him-
self in all his glory was not arrayed like one
of these. But if God so clothes the grass of
the field, which today is alive and tomorrow
1s thrown into the oven, will He not much
more clothe you, O men of little faith?
Therefore, do not be anxious, saying, ‘What
shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek
all these things; and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them all. But seek first
His kingdom and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be yours as well.”
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. Engagement
40 Day Memorial @3 Naich Shooad:
Suzan Haddad and
Memory Eternal! Deanna Haitham Sweis
Congratulations!
,  Removal of Crowns Holy. = Baptism
pat.lhr _ , Baptism= Easton Andrew
—  Sharif and Maricela Salman . o
. Parents: Client & Stephanie Dickson
Congratulations! C .y
ongratulations!
Ho[*"'; = Baptism
Baptism= Zayla Sophia
Parents: Elias & Mary Zaboura
Congratulations!

Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event

6/23/2023 2:00pm  [Junior SOYO and Kids SOYO

6/24/2023 | 10:00am |Liturgy for the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

5:00pm |Great Vespers

6:00pm  |Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

6/25/2023 8:15am  |Prayers before Holy Communion

8:45am  |Orthros

10:00am  |Divine Liturgy

6/27/2023 7:00pm  |Choir Practice

6/28/2023 | 10:00am |Morning Prayers

10:30am  |Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm  |Great Vespers and Artoklasia

6/29/2023 6:30pm  [Bible Bowl (at DoubleTree)

8:30pm  |Chicago Night (Bible Bowl after party with dinner, DJ and dancing)

6/30/2023 | 10:00am |Oratorical Festival (at DoubleTree)

Night Around the World (Live Byzantine Choir Concert with
chanters from across the Archdiocese followed by dinner and selfie
7:00pm  |world)

7/1/2023
20th Anniversary Grand Banquet and Hafleh with special guest,
7:00pm  [Matt Eberflus, head coach of the Chicago Bears (at DoubleTree)

7/2/2023 8:45am  [Hierarchical Orthros

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with His Grace Bishop
10:00am  |Anthony




Diocese of Toledo &' the Midwest Parish Life Conference
St Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights, IL

Grand Banquet & Hafleh
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Saturda%f, 6] (l)ﬂy 1t 2023
DoubleTree - Oak Brook IL
$105 per ticket (conference registration included)

Entertainment by e Grand Banquet Guest Speaker

NOOR KURDI « MATT EBERFLUS

&Banﬂ '- - Chzcago Bear$ Head Coaeh
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Click here or scan the QR code
to purchase your tickets.




Diocese of Toledo & +h.c M/’du{o’sv"
Parish Life

Conference 2022
vau@ 2%+t - July 2nd

Hosted by S+ Wary Orthodox Chureh
Palos Heights, TL

Double Tree - Oak Brook, TL
Book your $Aq room today!

(+ Free parking!) Click here or scan
to book your room!

Join us for a PLC including divive

services, our anunal Bible Bowl
e & Oratorical, guest speakers
Click here or scan for everyowne, fun evening events,
to register for the PLC! daytime activities and morel

Young) Adult ’ Christian Ed.
Speaker: Speaker: Speaker: Speakers: Speaker:
Fr. Mark Mother Fr. Jeremy Cyvthia Damaskos Bob

Hagan Gabriella Davis Wolly Sabourin Snyder
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On June 25 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we take leave
of the commemoration of the Nativity of the Forerunner and
Baptist John; and we commemorate the holy Venerable
Martyr and muchsuffering Febronia of Nisibis. Febronia
betrothed herself to Christ and was tonsured a nun in
Assyria, in a convent where her aunt Bryaena was abbess.
Lysimachus, the son of a nobleman, desired to wed
Febronia, but since Emperor Diocletian suspected him to be
a secret Christian, he sent Lysimachus to the east with his
uncle Silenus to apprehend and kill Christians. Silenus did
this everywhere without mercy. Lysimachus, on the contrary,
spared the Christians wherever he could and hid them from
his beast-like uncle. Silenus came to Nisibis and Febronia’s
convent. Hearing about her great wisdom and meekness,
Silenus ordered that Febronia be brought to him. When the
holy virgin refused to deny Christ, Silenus ordered her to be
cruelly beaten and killed. However, a horrible punishment
and death from God befell Silenus the same day.
Lysimachus ordered that Febronia's miracleworking body be
honorably buried and he, with many other soldiers, were
baptized. Febronia suffered and took up habitation in eternal
blessedness in 302. On this day, we also commemorate the
Venerable Prokopios of the Iviron skete on Athos. By the
intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon
us. Amen.




