Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, February 12th, 2023
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Meletios, archbishop of Antioch; New-martyr Christos of Constantinople

Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!

Tsla cll U350 eclsal) G (oo ol (he Ll 0l b Ll cliglly LSl peaeall a3 aaaail Ala

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath
the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory
to Thee.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion for the Prodigal Son (Tone Three)

Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory, and dispersed in wicked deeds the
riches that Thou didst give me. With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinned
against Thee, O compassionate Father. But receive me in repentance; make me as one of Thy
hired servants, O Lord.
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The Epistle for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The Reading from the First Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not
all things are expedient. All things are lawful
for me, but I will not be brought under the
authority of anything. Foods are for the belly,
and the belly for foods; but God will destroy
both it and them. Now the body is not for
fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body; and God both raised up the
Lord, and will also raise us up through His
power. Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall I therefore take
away the members of Christ, and make them
members of a harlot? God forbid! Or, do you
not know that he who is joined to a harlot is
one body with her? For, “The two,” He says,
“shall become one flesh.” But he who is
joined to the Lord is one spirit. Flee fornica-
tion! Every sin that a person commits is out-
side the body, but whoever commits fornica-
tion sins against his own body. Or, do you
not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have re-
ceived from God, and that you are not your
own? For you were bought with a price;
therefore glorify God in your body and in
your spirit, which are God’s.
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The Gospel for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son

The reading from the Holy Gospel accord-
ing to St. Luke. (15:11-32)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a
man who had two sons; and the younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of property that falls to me.” And he

Ghady) Bs) () Bl e iyl (ad
oAl BaafRY ¢ i

O ol A G AL i) 1 3 g




divided his living between them. Not many
days later, the younger son gathered all he
had and took his journey into a far country,
and there he squandered his property in loose
living. And when he had spent everything, a
great famine arose in that country, and he be-
gan to be in want. So he went and joined
himself to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him into his fields to feed swine.
And he would gladly have fed on the pods
that the swine ate; and no one gave him any-
thing. But when he came to himself he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired servants
have bread enough and to spare, but I perish
here with hunger! I will arise and go to my
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am
no longer worthy to be called your son; treat
me as one of your hired servants.”” And he
arose and came to his father. But while he
was yet at a distance, his father saw him and
had compassion, and ran and embraced him
and kissed him. And the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and be-
fore you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.” But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on
him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on
his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it,
and let us eat and make merry; for this my
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and 1s found.” And they began to make mer-
ry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as
he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And he called one
of the servants and asked what this meant.
And he said to him, “Your brother has come,
and your father has killed the fatted calf, be-
cause he has received him safe and sound.’
But he was angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and entreated him, but he an-
swered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I
have served you, and I never disobeyed your
command; yet you never gave me a kid that |
might make merry with my friends. But
when this son of yours came, who has
devoured your living with harlots, you killed
for him the fatted calf!” And he said to him,
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‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry
and be glad, for this your brother was dead,
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.””
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HOUSE BLESSINGS

Traditionally, at the feast of our Lord’s Theophany which was on January 6th, we bless water
which is used to sanctify the homes of all the faithful. In bringing the blessed water to our
homes, and sprinkling it in each room, we rid our house of any evil influence, and rededicate
it to God 1n a special way. As we were once renewed by the waters of our own baptism into
Christ, so too our home, and our entire lives, are re-dedicated and renewed unto

Christ our God each year at this time.

Please contact Fr. Mousa, Fr. Malek, or Fr. Danial if you would like your home

blessed this year.

CONFESSION RETREAT

Confession Retreat for 5th & 6th grade Sunday School students on
Sunday, February 12th from 12pm to 3pm.




T

5 Year Memorial
Abdullah Shaheen
Memory Eternal!

3 Year Memorial
Jamileh Shaheen
Memory Eternal!

Holy, ==
Baptism=

Parents: Marwan & Rola Mesaf

Baptism
Layan

Congratulations!

Upcoming Services & Events

Date

Time

Event

2/9/2023

8:00pm

Adult Open Gym

2/10/2023

10:00am

Liturgy for Hiermartyr Haralambos

2/4/2023

10:00am

Arabic School

4:00pm

Youth Choir

5:00pm

Couples Ministry Paint Night

5:00pm

Great Vespers

5:45pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

2/12/2023

8:15am

Prayers before Holy Communion

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

10:00am

Sunday School

12:00pm

5th & 6th Grade Confession Retreat

2/14/2023

7:00pm

Choir Practice

2/15/2023

10:00am

Morning Prayers

10:30am

Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm

Teen SOYO Night
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF MORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: PV055,/2023
Febmary 7, 2023
To be read from the pulpit and printed in the bulletin.

Beloved Brother Hierarchs, reverend Clergy, and Christ-loming Faithful,
Greetings to you i the Name of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.

This week we learned with heavy hearts of the devastation wrought by the powerful earthquake in
Turkey and Syna. The toll of death and destruction 1s only slowly coming to Light, but 1t is clear that
thousands have died and the lives and livelihoods of many have been wrecked. In these moments, as
our hearts break for our fellow man—especially for our brothers and sisters in the Fath—we feel
acutely what St. Paul said about the Body of Chnst: “When one part suffers, all the parts suffer with
it” (1 Cor. 12:26).

Brethren, the same apostle teaches us to share what we have with those who are now in need, knowing
that a ime may come when they can help us. He writes, “It 1s not that you should be burdened so that
others might have it easy. Rather, out of equality, your abundance should now go toward their need,
so that their abundance might someday supply your need, so that there might be equality” (2 Cor.
8:13—14). This openhearted sharing is an affirmation of our bonds with those now suffering. It is also
an expression of love, which always takes the burden of the beloved upon one’s own shoulders.

I call upon all our panshes to collect contnbutions each Sunday throughout the month of Febmary
for the relief of those suffering as a result of this earthquake. Immediately after each Sunday, each
parish should mail a check for the funds collected that Sunday to our archdiocese headquarters and
email the total amount to Mr. Daniel Nehme at our headquarters (dnehme(@antiochian org), which
will allow us to distmibute the funds more quckly. Individuals can also contmbute online at
antiochian org/earthquake. We will forward the collected funds to His Beatitude Patriarch John X as
they come 1n, as a demonstration of our love, to be distributed through our patnarchal relief agencies
to those affected by thus disaster.

With love and prayers for you as we approach the holy strugple of Great Lent, I remain,

Yours in Christ,
FMetropolitan ANTONIOS
! g 7/

Iﬁ.-{etrc:pnlitmi;&j a,b.l.e:_ Baalbek, and Dependencies
Patriarchal Vicgr of New York and All North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, INJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1333 T napatvicar@gmailcom (201) 871-7934 F



St. Mary Orthodox Church
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Saturday, February 11th, 2023 Click here or
scan to register.

Join us for Great Vespers at 5:00pm
Event begins at 6:00pm

$40 per person
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Arabian Night
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February 18th, 2028 at 6:00pm
St Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church
6330 (@ 127th St. Palos Heights, IL 60463

Tickets $65 each
No children under 12

The Antiochian Women of St. Mary Church would like
to ivite you to our 4th Annual Arabian Night Party.
Enjoy a tun night ot dinner, music, and dancing. There will also
be a rattle with prizes including tour gold pieces.

Tickets can be purchased online or
please contact Muna Salman (708)769-5105, Rita Sweis
(773)510-4303, Shireen Salman (708) 717-9640 or any of the
Antiochian Women tor tickets.

No tickets will be sold at the door.
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St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights

Lenten Retreat with Bishop ANTHONY
March 24-26, 2023

Join us for an edifying weekend
with His Grace Bishop ANTHONY!
He will be giving talks to different
organizations. Please see the
schedule below for all the details.

Friday 3/24

10:00 am - Presanctified Liturgy

6:00 pm - Great Vespers with Artoklasia & the 4th Akathist
7:30 pm - Lenten Reflection by Bishop Anthony

8:00 pm - Parish Potluck

Saturday 3/25 - Feast of the Annunciation

8:30 am - Orthros for the feast of the Annunciation
10:00 am - Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

12:00 pm - SOYO Lunch

1:00 pm - SOYO Session with Bishop Anthony

5:00 pm - Hierarchical Great Vespers & Compline
6:30 pm - Young Adult Dinner

7:00 pm - Young Adult Session with Bishop Anthony
9:00 pm - Akathist Service

Sunday 3/26 - Sunday of St. John Climacus
8:45am - Orthros

10:00am - Hierarchical Divine Liturgy m

SAINT MARY
ORTHODOX CHURCH

PALOS HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS




St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights
Adult Education with Fr. Mousa
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Continuing Friday,
January 6th, 2023
7:00pm

This class is open to all adults who are desiring to learn and grow in the
Orthodox Faith. For those of you with children, this class will be in
conjunction with Jr SOYO and Kids SOYO! The schedule is listed below:.

Contact Fabiola with any questions at fsweis@stmaryoc.org.

Dates of Class Topic « .
Fri. Jan 6th  The Theotokos The person who loves God values

Wed. Jan. 11th  Holy Baptism knowledge of God more than

Fri. Jan.20th  Holy Chrismation anything created by God, and
Fri. Feb. 3rd Holy Eucharist . I nailad Azl
Fri. Feb. 17th  Holy Confession pursucs such knowledge drdently

Sat. Mar.4th  Holy Priesthood and ceaselessly.”
Sat. Mar. 18th  Holy Matrimony
Sat. Apr. st Holy Unction _ )
Sat. Apr.22nd  Death and the Funeral + St. Maximos the Confessor




ch‘clg Sgnaxarion

commemorate our father among the saints Meletios,
archbishop of Antioch; and New-martyr Christos of
Constantinople. On this day, we make remembrance
of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which occurs in
the noble Gospel and which our deified Fathers rein-
stituted in the Triodion. In the parable our Savior
tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the condition of the
sinner, the canon of repentance and the knowledge of
God’s compassion. For in the person of the prodigal
son, we view the wretched condition that sin creates
for us, distant from God and His Sacraments. Howev-
er, we become aware of ourselves and awaken, has-
tening with hope to return to Him through repentance.
Our Savior wants to call back to His mansions all
those who have been overtaken by despair, lacking
hope of forgiveness for their grave sins. The Father
encourages all of his lost children to remove the des-
peration from their hearts, and revive their energies
for virtuous deeds. Through Thine ineffable love for
mankind, O Christ our God, have mercy upon us.
Amen.
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