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Sunday, December 31st, 2023 

Sunday Before Theophany of Christ, Which Falls on the Apodosis 
(Leave-Taking) of the Nativity of Christ 

Venerable Melania the Younger of Rome  

First Antiphon 

I will confess Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Thy wonders. In the coun-
cil of the upright, and in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

They are sought out in all the things that He hath willed. Confession and majesty are His 
work, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages . 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto the ages 
of  ages.  Amen. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.  

ثُ بِجَمِيعِ عَجائِبِك. في مَجْلِسِ المُسْتَقيمينَ وفي مَجْمَعِهِمْ، عَظي هيَ  مة  أعْتَرِفُ لَكَ يا رَبُّ مِنْ كُلِ  قَلْبِي، وأُحَدِ 
.  أعْمالُ الرَّب 

 بِشَفَاعاتِ والدةِ الإلهِ يا مخُل صُ خل صْنا. 
اهرِين.  مُدَبَّرَة  طِبْقاً لِكُلِ  مُرادِهِ بِها. صُنْعُهُ الإعْتِرافُ وعِظَمُ الجَلال، وعَدْلُهُ يَدُومُ إلى دهْرِ الدَّ

 بشفاعاتِ والدةِ الإلهِ يا مخلصُ خلصنا.

 .الآن وكل أوان وإلى دهر الداهرين. آمين، المجد للآب والإبن والروح القدس
  بشفاعاتِ والدةِ الإلهِ يا مخلصُ خلصنا.

Second Antiphon 

Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; in His commandments shall he greatly delight. His 
seed shall be mighty upon the earth. The generation of the upright shall be blessed. 
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory and riches shall be in his house, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.  
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

There hath risen up in darkness a light for the upright; he is merciful and compassionate and 
righteous.  
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and unto ages of  
ages. 
O only-begotten son and word of God…  
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يَّتُهُ في الأرضِ مُقْتَدِرة. ا. تَكُونُ ذُرِ   طُوبَى للرَّجُلِ الَّذِي يتَّقِي الرَّبَّ ويَهْوَى وصاياهُ جدًّ
لْ لَكَ. هلَِلُوييا!يا مَنْ وُلِدَ مِنَ البتَوُلخَلِ صْنا يا ابْن اِلله   ، لِنرُتَ ِ

اهِرِين.   المَجْدُ والغِنَىَ في بَيْتِهِ، وعَدْلُهُ يَدُومُ الى دَهْرِ الدَّ
لْ لَكَ. هلَِلُوييا!يا مَنْ وُلِدَ مِنَ البتَوُلخَلِ صْنا يا ابْن اِلله   ، لِنرُتَ ِ

ؤُوفُ وَالرَّحِيمُ  يق.وَ  أَشْرَقَ النُّورُ في الظُّلْمَةِ للمُسْتَقِيمين، النُّورُ يُشْرِقُ في الظَّلامِ لِلَأبْرَارِ، لأن هُ الْرَّ دِ   الصِ 
لْ لَكَ. هلَِلُوييا!يا مَنْ وُلِدَ مِنَ البتَوُلخَلِ صْنا يا ابْن اِلله   ، لِنرُتَ ِ

 المجدُ للآبِ والإبنِ والروحِ القدس، الآنَ وكلَّ أوانٍ وإلى دهرِ الدآهرينَ، آمين.

  …يا كلمةَ اِلله الابنِ الوحيد

Third Antiphon 

The Lord said unto my Lord: sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy foot-
stool. The Lord shall send Thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With Thee is dominion in the 
day of Thy power, in the beauties of Thy saints. 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that wor-
shipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to know that from the east of the 
Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee!  

نْ مِ  قالَ الرَّبُّ لرَبِ ي: إجْلِسْ عَنْ يَمينِي حَتَّى أجْعَلَ أعداءَك مَوْطِئًا لقَدَمَيْك. عَصَا قُوَّةٍ يُرْسِلُ لَكَ الرَّبُّ 
يسِيك. تِكَ، في بَهاءِ قِدِ  ئاسَةُ في يَومِ قُوَّ  صِهْيَوْن. مَعَكَ الرِ 

موُا مِ  اجِدينَ لِلْكواكِبِ، بِهِ تعَلَّ جودَ لَكَ يا نَ ميلادُكَ أيُّها المسَيحُ إلهنُا قَدْ أطْلَعَ نورَ المعَْرِفَةِ في العالَم، لأنَّ السَّ الكَوْكَبِ السُّ
 شَمْسَ العدَْلِ، وأنْ يعَرِفُوا أنَّكَ مِنْ مشَارِقِ العُلُوِ  أَتيَْتَ، يا رَبُّ المجَْدُ لَكَ!

Entrance Hymn 

From the womb before the morning star have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn, and He 
will not repent; thou art a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. Save us, O 

Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia! 

هْرِ عَلَ  بْحِ وَلَدْتُكَ، حَلَفَ الرَّبُّ ولَنْ يَنْدَمْ، أَنَّكَ أَنتَ الكاهِنُ إلى الدَّ رْتيبِ ى تَ مِنَ البَطْنِ قَبْلَ كَوْكَبِ الصُّ
  !، نحنُ المُرَتِلينَ لكَ: هَلِلويايا مَنْ قامَ مِنْ بينِ الَأمواتخَلِ صْنا يا ابْنَ الله مَلْكيصادَق. 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five) 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of 
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer 

death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection. 

نَ العَذْراءِ مِ  لِنُسبِ حْ نَحْنُ المُؤْمِنينَ ونَسْجُدْ لِلْكَلِمَةِ، المُساوِي لِلآبِ والروحِ في الأزَليَّةِ وعَدَمِ الابْتِداء، المَوْلودِ 
 لِخَلاصِنا، لأنَهُ سُرَّ بالجَسَدِ أنْ يَعْلوَ على الصليبِ، ويَحْتَمِلَ الموتَ، ويُنْهِضَ المَوْتى بِقِيامَتِهِ المَجيدة. 
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Troparion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone Four) 

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for 
they that worshipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to 

know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.  

اجِدينَ لِلْكواكِبِ، بِهِ تَعلَّمُوا مِ  الكَوْكَبِ نَ ميلادُكَ أيُّها المَسيحُ إلهُنا قَدْ أطْلَعَ نورَ المَعْرِفَةِ في العالَم، لأنَّ السَّ
جودَ لَكَ يا شَمْسَ العَدْلِ، وأنْ يَعرِفُوا أنَّكَ مِنْ مَشارِقِ العُلُوِ  أَتَيْتَ، يا رَبُّ المَجْدُ لَكَ.  السُّ

Troparion of Sunday After the Nativity (Tone Two) 

Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast 
seen a Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi 
thou didst worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with 

Christ God to save our souls.  

دْتَ، ومَ  رْ داوودَ جَدَّ الإلهِ بالعَجائِبِ الباهِرَةِ، لأنَّكَ رأيْتَ بَتولًا حامِلًا. فمَعَ الرُّعاةِ مَجَّ المَجوسِ عَ يا يوسُفُ، بَشِ 
 سَجَدْتَ، وبالمَلاكِ أوحِيَ إليْكَ. فابْتَهِلْ إلى المَسيحِ الإلهِ أنْ يُخَلِ صَ نُفوسَنا.

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling 
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of 

Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.  

في ميلادِكِ حفِظْتِ البتوليةَ وصنتِها وفي رقادِكِ ما أهمَلْتِ العالمَ وتركتِهِ يا والدةَ الإله. لأنكِ انتقلْتِ إلى 
 الحياة بما أنك أمُّ الحياة. فبشفاعاتِكِ أنقذي من الموتِ نفوسَنا.

Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone Three) 

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth 
doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the 
Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed before 

the ages as God.  

بُ المَغارةَ لِمَنْ هُوَ غَيْرُ مُقْتَرَبٍ إليْهِ. المَلائِكَةُ مَ  الرُّعاةِ عَ اليَوْمَ البَتُولُ تَلِدُ الفائقَ الجَوْهَر، والأرضُ تُقرِ 
، الإلهُ الذي قَبلَ  دون، والمَجوسُ مَعَ الكَوْكَبِ في الطريقِ يَسيرون، لأنَّهُ قَدْ وُلِدَ مِنْ أجْلِنا صَبِيٌّ جَديد  يُمَجِ 

 الدُّهور. 

The Epistle for the Sunday before Theophany 

لُوا لَكَ.  لِيسَْجُدْ لَكَ كُلُّ أهَْلِ الَأرْضِ وَيرُتَ ِ
 هلَِ لُوا لِله ياَ جَميِعَ أهَْلِ الَأرْضْ. 

اةَاةِ  لا   يسِ بولُسَ الرَسولِ الثااِِ فَصْلٌ مِنْ رِسالَةِ القِدِ 
 تةموثاوس.

Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to 
Thee. Shout with joy to God, all the earth. 
The reading from the Second Epistle of 
St. Paul to St. Timothy. (4:5-8) 
Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure 
suffering, do the work of an evangelist,     
fulfill your ministry.  For I am already on the 
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  The Gospel for the Sunday before Theophany 

اِّا اِ ا ِ   ياسِ مارلإاس الِْ فَصْلٌ شَريفٌ مِنْ بِشارَةِ الاقِاد 
 البَش رِ والتْ م ذِ الطاهِرا

بَدْءُ إنجيلِ يَسوعَ المسيحِ ابنِ اِلله كما هُووَ مَوكوتووب  فوي 
الأنووبِوويوواءِ ذهوواءَنووذا مُوورسِوول  مَوولاكووي أمووامَ وَجووهِووكَ يُووهَوويِ ووُ  
وا طَوريوقَ  يَّةِ: أعِدُّ امَكَ. صَوْتُ صارِخٍ في البَرِ  طريقَكَ قُدَّ
ي وةِ  دُ في البَورِ  الرَّبِ  واجْعَلوا سُبُلَهُ قَويمَةً.ذ كان يوحنا يُعمِ 
ويَكرِزُ بمَعمودِي ةِ التَوبَةِ لِغُفرانِ الوخَوطوايوا. وكوانَ يَوخورُُ  
إلوويْووهِ جووموويووعُ أهوولِ بَوولوودِ الوويَووهوووديووةِ وأورشوولوويوومَ فوويَووعْووتوَومِوودونَ 
، مُوعوتوَرفويونَ بِوخَوطوايواهُومْ.  جميعُهُم مِونوهُ فوي نَوهورِ الأردنِ 
وكانَ يوحَنَّا يَلْبَسُ وَبَرَ الإبِلِ وعلى حَقْوَيْهِ مِونوطَوقَوة  مِونْ 
يًّا. وكانَ يَكْرِزُ قوائِولًا: إنَّوهُ  جِلْدٍ، ويأكُلُ جَراداً وعَسَلًا بَرِ 
يوأتوي بَووعْودي مَوونْ هُووَ أَقْووى مِوون وي، وأنووا لا أسْووتوَحوقُّ أنْ 
وا هُووَ  أَنْحَنيَ وأحُلَّ سَيْرَ حِذائِهِ. أنا عَمَّدتُكُمْ بالماءِ، وأمَّ

كُمْ بالروحِ القُدُس.   فيُعَمِدُّ

The Reading from the Holy Gospel         
according to St. Mark. (1:1-8) 
The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger be-
fore thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: Pre-
pare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” John the Baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins. And there 
went out to him all the country of Judea, and 
all the people of Jerusalem; and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confess-
ing their sins. Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around 
his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. 
And he preached, saying, “After me comes 
He Who is mightier than I, the strap of 
Whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie. I have baptized you with 
water; but He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.”  

وواوسَ، توَويَووقَّووْ  فووي كُوولِ  شَوويْءٍ واحْووتوَومِوولِ  يووا وَلَوودي توويووموووَ
وا  ورِ، وَأَوْفِ خِودْمَوتوَكَ. أمَّ المَشَقَّاتِ، واعْمَلْ عَومَولَ الومُوبوشِ 
كيبُ عَلَيَّ ووَقْتُ انْحِولالوي قَودِ اقْوتوَرَبَ.  أنا فَقَدْ أُريقَ السَّ
وقوودْ جووواهَووودْتُ الوووجِوووهوووادَ الووحَوووسَووونَ، وأَتْووومَوومْوووتُ شَووووْطوووي، 
وحَفِظْتُ الإيمانَ. وإنَّما يَبقى مَحْفوظاً لي إكْليلُ الوعَودْلِ 
، الودَيَّوانُ الوعوادِلُ،  الذي يَجْزيني بِهِ في ذلِكَ اليَوْمِ الوربُّ
 لا إيَّايَ فَقَطْ، بَلْ جميعَ الذينَ يُحِبُّونَ ظُهورَه أيضاً. 

point of being sacrificed; the time of my    
departure has come. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, and I have 
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me 
on that Day, and not only to me but also to 
all who have loved His appearing.  
.  
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  Upcoming Services & Events 

Date Time Event 

12/29/2023 7:00am Orthros 

12/30/2023 5:00pm Great Vespers 

 6:00pm Compline with Canon for Holy Communion  

12/31/2023 8:45am Orthros 

 10:00am  Divine Liturgy 

1/2/2024 9:00am Orthros 

 7:00pm Choir Practice 

1/3/2024 7:00am Orthros 

 10:00am Arabic Bible Study 

 6:00pm Vespers 

 6:00pm SOYO Night 

1/4/2024 9:00am Orthros 

1/5/2024 9:00am Great Hours and Typika for the Theophany of Christ  

 5:00pm Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil on the Eve of Theophany  

1/6/2024 8:45am Orthros for Theophany  

 10:00am Arabic School  

 10:00am 
Divine Liturgy for Theophany with the Great Blessing of     
Waters  

 12:00pm Zalabia Coffee Hour  

 5:00pm Great Vespers  

 6:00pm Compline with Canon for Holy Communion  

If have not already done so pick up your 2024 Calendar and 
pledge envelopes from the usher’s desk. 
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https://form.jotform.com/233124564055956
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October 1 - 
December 31  
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On December 31 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we take 
leave of the Nativity of Christ, and we commemorate our  
Venerable Mother Melania the Younger of Rome. On the  
Sunday after the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the holy 
and just Ancestors of God: Joseph the Betrothed of the Holy 
Virgin, our Lady the Theotokos; James the Brother of the 
Lord and the First Bishop of Jerusalem; and David the    
Prophet and King. David committed adultery and murder, yet 
God forgave him and glorified him above all the kings of     
Israel. He gave him the great grace to compose the most   
beautiful penitential prayers (the Psalms) and to prophesy the 
coming of Christ. Thus, God was not ashamed to take upon 
Himself flesh from David’s seed. God designated Joseph to 
protect the Most-holy Virgin, and imparted to him great honor 
in the plan of the salvation of mankind. Although Joseph was 
of the royal lineage of David, he was a humble carpenter in 
Nazareth. At the age of 80, Joseph took the Mostholy Virgin 
from the Temple in Jerusalem and into his home. He entered 
into rest at the age of 110. The Apostle James is called the 
“Brother of the Lord” because he was the son of the righteous 
Joseph the Betrothed. James greatly loved Jesus and,           
according to tradition, he traveled to Egypt with the           
Most-holy Virgin and Joseph, when Herod sought to slay the 
newborn King. By their holy intercessions, O Christ our God, 
have mercy upon us and save us. Amen.  


