Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, December 31*, 2023

Sunday Before Theophany of Christ, Which Falls on the Apodosis
(Leave-Taking) of the Nativity of Christ

Venerable Melania the Younger of Rome

First Antiphon

I will confess Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Thy wonders. In the coun-
cil of the upright, and in the congregation, great are the works of the Lord.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

They are sought out in all the things that He hath willed. Confession and majesty are His
work, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages .
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto the ages
of ages. Amen.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Saviour, save us.
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Second Antiphon
Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; in His commandments shall he greatly delight. His
seed shall be mighty upon the earth. The generation of the upright shall be blessed.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!
Glory and riches shall be in his house, and His righteousness abideth unto ages of ages.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

There hath risen up in darkness a light for the upright; he is merciful and compassionate and
righteous.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast born of a Virgin, who sing to Thee, Alleluia!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.
O only-begotten son and word of God...
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Third Antiphon

The Lord said unto my Lord: sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy foot-
stool. The Lord shall send Thee a rod of strength out of Zion. With Thee is dominion in the
day of Thy power, in the beauties of Thy saints.

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for they that wor-

shipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to know that from the east of the
Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee!
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Entrance Hymn

From the womb before the morning star have I begotten Thee. The Lord hath sworn, and He
will not repent; thou art a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. Save us, O
Son of God, Who art risen from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five)

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer
death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.
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Troparion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone Four)

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath given rise to the light of knowledge in the world; for
they that worshipped the stars did learn therefrom to worship Thee, O Sun of Justice, and to
know that from the east of the Highest Thou didst come. O Lord, glory to Thee.
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Troparion of Sunday After the Nativity (Tone Two)

Proclaim, O Joseph, to David, the grandparent of God, the amazing wonders; for thou hast
seen a Virgin great with child; for with the shepherds thou didst give glory, with the Magi
thou didst worship, and by the angel it was revealed to thee. Wherefore, plead thou with
Christ God to save our souls.

esaall fag eEadta ledl aad Sals Y iy GBY (ald) Cilaally alY) 32 39l 530 (Cadis b
ot Jaldd G Y] el ) g LS gl oDlallyy cila

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.

) i) by aly) sally b axSig allell claal Lo lils) g Lgiieas Al cadain iDL
Moot Cigall e (3 Slileladud 3Ll A1 Gl Loy 3Ll

Kontakion of the Nativity of Christ (Tone Three)

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth
doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the
Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, He Who existed before
the ages as God.
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The Epistle for the Sunday before Theophany
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point of being sacrificed; the time of my
departure has come. I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, and I have
kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me
on that Day, and not only to me but also to
all who have loved His appearing.
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The Gospel for the Sunday before Theophany

The Reading from the Holy
according to St. Mark. (1:1-8)
The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the
prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger be-
fore thy face, who shall prepare thy way; the
voice of one crying in the wilderness: Pre-
pare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.” John the Baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins. And there
went out to him all the country of Judea, and
all the people of Jerusalem; and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confess-
ing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around
his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey.
And he preached, saying, “After me comes
He Who is mightier than I, the strap of
Whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie. I have baptized you with
water; but He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”

Gospel
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Upcoming Services & Events

Date

Time

Event

12/29/2023

7:00am

Orthros

12/30/2023

5:00pm

Great Vespers

6:00pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

12/31/2023

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

1/2/2024

0:00am

Orthros

7:00pm

Choir Practice

1/3/2024

7:00am

Orthros

10:00am

Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm

Vespers

6:00pm

SOYO Night

1/4/2024

0:00am

Orthros

1/5/2024

0:00am

Great Hours and Typika for the Theophany of Christ

5:00pm

Vesperal Liturgy of St Basil on the Eve of Theophany

1/6/2024

8:45am

Orthros for Theophany

10:00am

Arabic School

10:00am

Divine Liturgy for Theophany with the Great Blessing of
Waters

12:00pm

Zalabia Coffee Hour

5:00pm

Great Vespers

6:00pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

If have not already done so pick up your 2024 Calendar and

pledge envelopes from the usher’s desk.
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PALOS HEIGHTS,ILLINOIS



https://form.jotform.com/233124564055956
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—
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/’
/J
)

ITEMS
ACCEPTED:

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta,
Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter,
Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup, October 1 -

Tuna, Canned Vegetables, December 31
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese,

Juice.

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm
HELP DONATE
TO THOSE IN
HUNGER!

Remembering
the words of
St John
Chrysostom: "It
is a better thing
to feed the
hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




ch‘clg 5gnaxarion

On December 31 1 the Holy Orthodox Church, we take
leave of the Nativity of Christ, and we commemorate our
Venerable Mother Melania the Younger of Rome. On the
Sunday after the Nativity of Christ, we commemorate the holy
and just Ancestors of God: Joseph the Betrothed of the Holy
Virgin, our Lady the Theotokos; James the Brother of the
Lord and the First Bishop of Jerusalem; and David the
Prophet and King. David committed adultery and murder, yet
God forgave him and glorified him above all the kings of
Isracl. He gave him the great grace to compose the most
beautiful penitential prayers (the Psalms) and to prophesy the
coming of Christ. Thus, God was not ashamed to take upon
Himself flesh from David’s seed. God designated Joseph to
protect the Most-holy Virgin, and imparted to him great honor
in the plan of the salvation of mankind. Although Joseph was
of the royal lineage of David, he was a humble carpenter in
Nazareth. At the age of 80, Joseph took the Mostholy Virgin
from the Temple in Jerusalem and into his home. He entered
into rest at the age of 110. The Apostle James is called the
“Brother of the Lord” because he was the son of the righteous
Joseph the Betrothed. James greatly loved Jesus and,
according to tradition, he traveled to Egypt with the
Most-holy Virgin and Joseph, when Herod sought to slay the
newborn King. By their holy intercessions, O Christ our God,
have mercy upon us and save us. Amen.




