Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, December 17, 2023

Sunday of Forefathers (Ancestors ) of Christ
Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Youths Ananias, Azarias and Mishael;
Dionysios of Zakynthos, the Wonderworker

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Three)

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His
own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the first-born from the dead.
He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.
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Troparion of the Forefathers (Tone Two)

Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them Thou hast gone before

and betrothed unto Thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take pride in

glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a noble fruit, and it was she who gave birth to Thee
without seed. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)
In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of Preparation of Christ’s Nativity (Tone Three)

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was
before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels
and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who
before the ages is God.
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The Epistle for the Forefathers

Bl essed art Thou,
Fat her s.

For Thou art just
for wus.

The Reading from the Epistle of

St. Paul to the Colossians. (3:4-11)
Brethren, when Christ, Who 1is our life, ap-
pears, then you also will appear with him in
glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly
in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
On account of these, the wrath of God is
coming upon the sons of disobedience. In
these you once walked, when you lived in
them. But now put them all away: anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from
your mouth. Do not lie to one another, see-
ing that you have put off the old nature with
its practices and have put on the new nature,
which is being renewed in knowledge after
the image of its Creator. Here there cannot
be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncir-
cumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free
man, but Christ is all, and in all.
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The Gospel for the Forefathers

The Reading from the Holy
according to St. Luke. (14:16-24)
The Lord spoke this parable: A man once
gave a great banquet, and invited many; and
at the time for the banquet he sent his servant
to say to those who had been invited, Come;
for all is now ready.0 But, one by one, they
all began to make excuses. The first said to
him, d have bought a field, and I must go out
and see it; I pray you, have me excused.O
And another said, d have bought five yoke
of oxen, and I go to examine them; I pray
you, have me excused.0 And another said, d
have married a wife, and therefore I cannot
come.0 So the servant came and reported this
to his master. Then the householder in anger
said to his servant, GGo out quickly to the
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the
poor and maimed and blind and lame.6 And
the servant said, &ir, what you commanded
has been done, and still there is room.0 And
the master said to the servant, GGo out to the
highways and hedges, and compel people to
come in, that my house may be filled. For I
tell you, none of those men who were invited
shall taste my banquet.0 For many are called,
but few are chosen.0

Gospel
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ﬂ Suad Alzoulf Abu El Edam

5 Bachelor Degree in
Elementary Education

Purdue University Northwest
Congratulations!

ﬂ Saleem Swaiss
Bachelor Degree in
Biology
University of Illinois Chicago
Congratulations!




Upcoming Services & Events

Date

Time

Event

12/15/2023

7:00am

Orthros

6:00pm

Nativity Compline

6:00pm

YAM Christmas Gathering

12/16/2023

10:00am

Arabic School

3:30pm

Catechism

5:00pm

Great Vespers

6:00pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

12/17/2023

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

12:00pm

Sunday School Christmas Concert

12:00pm

Ghraibeh Sale

12/18/2023

6:00pm

Nativity Compline

12/19/2023

0:00am

Orthros

7:00pm

Choir Practice

12/20/2023

7:00am

Orthros

10:00am

Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm

SOYO Night

WINTER COAT DRIVE

St. Mary Orthodox Church 1s collecting new coats for homeless

refugees from Venezuela.

All coats can be dropped off in the bins by the church office.

December 3, 2023—December 20, 2023




Aevent Fast £ sttas Reminder!

The Nativity Fast (Advent) begins Wednesday, November
15th and will end December 24th (after Christmas Eve
Liturgy). We are to fast from meat and dairy. In order for
fasting to be effective, it must be accompanied with prayer
and acts of mercy and love. St. John Chrysostom reminds

devour and eat one another.
forgive in this special time in which we prepare for the
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas
Liturgy. Matins will begin at 8pm followed by Liturgy at
9:00pm, Sunday December 24th. How can we truly
celebrate Christmas if we skip out on Christmas Liturgy?
The Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans
to be with friends & family. But, we must learn to set our
priorities straight, so schedule your gatherings around the
Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birthday
party without the Dbirthday

change the secularization of Christmas & bring Christ back
Into the picture by remembering the reason for the season.
We look forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy.
God bless!
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St Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights
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Sunday, December

| mmedi ately after Divine Liturg

Box - $15

Round Gift Tray - $30

| f you have any question$1pB888se c
or see to any of the Antioch



18th Avnuad SOULO
Clhuuiatmas Relreal

December 27th-29th | DeKoven Center
Guest Speaker: Fr. Athanasios Papagiannis
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All teens 13 years old and over are invited to our Annual
Christmas Retreat! Join us for an amazing experience
where you will grow in your faith and have a great time
with your friends! The retreat schedule includes sessions
with Fr Athanasios, prayer, gym time, outdoor activities,
and much more.

Cost per participant - $150

If you are in need of financial assistance contact Fr. Mousa directly.

Click here or scan to register [=] =% [=]
All registrations must be submitted by Dec 1st -]
Contact Fabiola with any questions EI

fsweis@stmaryoc.org


https://form.jotform.com/233117042036948
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St Mary Orthodex Ckurch
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“Ring in the new year for a good .Cause’ : '

: Join us for our New Year’s E-ve Party' ol e
3 100% of the profits will go to Feed My Staerg Chllﬂren "( |

December 31st 2023 7 OOpm g
: ‘Hafleh | Dinner | Raffle | Balloon DI’Op

Live entertainment by = %R

Singer Saed Khoury
o & DJ Sultan -
58 Click here or scan to [e2d
3 purchase your tickets
B e To purchase tickets in person .
S fi.-;‘.".f. 2 -. - please see Saeda Sweis or Nlna Atlyeh
_"“' ~ F o :

$7 X per tlcket (adults) 1-$50 per chlld (12 and under) .
w £ "6330W 127th 8t. ‘Palos Heights, IL | 708.239.0004 -
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SAINT MARY

ORTHODOX CHURCH

PALOS HEIGHTS,ILLINOIS



https://form.jotform.com/233124564055956

ST. MARY'S CHURCH
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ITEMS
ACCEPTED:

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta,
Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter,
Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup, October 1 -

Tuna, Canned Vegetables, December 31
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese,

Juice.

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm
HELP DONATE
TO THOSE IN
HUNGER!

Remembering
the words of
St John
Chrysostom: "It
is a better thing
to feed the
hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights m

SAINT MARY

Adult Education with Fr. Mousa ORTHODOX CHURCH
Study the Book of SCHEDULE

Revelation

. . Fri. Oct 27
Join Fr. Mousa twice a month to learn R

about the book of Revelation Fri. Nov 17
Fri. Dec 8

Starting Friday, September 8th, 2023 Fri. Dec 22

Compline at 6:00pm The 2024 schedule will

Class at 7:00pm be released near the
end of 2023

This class is open

~ B to anyone desiring
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Ff—:: For those of you
:f»{*} with children, this
A class will be in
f:ffi conjunction with
) Jr SOYO and
Y Kids SOYO!
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Contact
Fabiola with
any questions.
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Weekly Synaxarion
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On December 17 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we
commemorate the holy Prophet Daniel and the Three Ho-
ly Youths Ananias, Azarias and Mishael; and Dionysios
of Zakynthos, the wonderworker. On this day we cele-
brate the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers (Ancestors) of
our Lord Jesus. We remember all the holy Patriarchs of
the Old Testament who prefigured or foretold Christ: Ad-
am the first Father, Enoch, Melchizedek, Abraham, the
friend of God, Isaac, the fruit of the Promise, Jacob and
the twelve patriarchs. We then commemorate those who
lived under the Law: Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Samuel, Da-
vid, and the Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel; the
twelve minor prophets; Elijah, Elisha, Zachariah, and
John the Baptist; and finally the Virgin Mary, the interme-
diary between mankind and her divine Son. Indeed, the
Lord Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the
Prophets, but to redeem humanity which bemoaned the
weight of evil since Adam; to realize the promise made to
Abraham; to change the Law of Fear into the Law of
Love; and to give Resurrection and Life to mankind. This
feast prepares us for the Nativity of Jesus Christ, placing
before us the anticipation and hope for His coming
among us. By the intercessions of Thy saints, O Christ
our God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
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