Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, November 12, 2023
John the Almsgiver, Patriarch of Alexandria & Fighth Sunday of Luke

Neilos the Faster of Sinai; Neilos the myrrh-streaming of the Great Lavra on Athos;
Martin the wonderworker, bishop of Tours

Entrance Hymn

O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Six)

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above
Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led
Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to
the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
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Troparion of St. John the Almsgiver (Tone Eight)

In thy patience thou hast won thy reward, O righteous father. Thou didst persevere
unceasingly in prayer; thou didst love the poor, and didst provide for them in all things.
Wherefore, intercede with Christ our God, O blessed John the Almsgiver, that our souls be
saved.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone Four)

The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, the greatly precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the
Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and undefiled, into the House of the Lord on this day
is brought forward and bringeth with herself the grace of the Most Divine Spirit; her do
God’s Angels hymn with songs of praise, for she is truly the heavenly tabernacle.
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The Epistle for St. John the Almsgiver

Precious in the sidg
of His saints.

Wh a t shall I rende.l
He has given me?

The Reading from the Second Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:6-11)
Brethren, he who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. Each one must do
as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to provide
you with every blessing in abundance, so
that you may always have enough of
everything and may provide in abundance
for every good work. As it is written, “He
scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his
righteousness endures forever.” He who
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food
will supply and multiply your resources and
increase the harvest of your righteousness.
You will be enriched in every way for great
generosity, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God.
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The Gospel for the Eighth Sunday of Luke

The Reading from the Holy
according to St. Luke. (10:25-37)
At that time, a lawyer stood up to put Jesus
to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him,
“What is written in the Law? How do you

Gospel

read?” And the lawyer answered, ““You shall
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love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself.” And Jesus said to
him, “You have answered right; do this, and
you will live.” But the lawyer, desiring to
justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is
my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and
he fell among robbers, who stripped him and
beat him, and departed, leaving him half
dead. Now by chance a priest was going
down that road; and when he saw him he
passed by on the other side. So likewise a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side. But a
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where
he was; and when he saw him, he had
compassion, and went to him and bound up
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he
set him on his own beast and brought him to
an inn, and took care of him. And the next
day he took out two denarii and gave them to
the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him; and
whatever more you spend, I will repay you
when I come back.” Which of these three, do
you think, proved neighbor to the man who
fell among the robbers?” The lawyer said,
“The one who showed mercy on him.” And
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
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. Catechism Cl ass .
-Fr Mousa wil|l be tcdaacshsi ntgwoc aS eetcthridsany ' s a momnt h.
:Iearning about the Orthodox Faith is Welcome: t o
"Vespers at 5:00pm. .

. Sat . Nov. S&t . Dec. Sat . Dec. 16 .

. *The 2024 schedule will be released inea



Hiz Eminence r f : Archbizhop of New York
The Moet Reverend - and Metropolitan of
Metropolitan SABA 'f.'!.-' _g'x_ All North Amerca
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF MOETH AMERICA

Prot. no.: 397/2023
MNovember 1, 2023

My sons and danghters m our protected panshes, in the Antochian Orthodox
Chrstian Archdiocese of Morth Amenca,

"The grace of onr Lord Jesus Christ, the blessing of God the Father, and the commaunion of
the Holy Spirit may be with you all" (2 Connthians 13:14)

Beloved Faithful,

Following the call of the Holy Synod of Antioch, which beckons all its children to
dedicate a Sunday following the Synod’s conclusion to collect aud for our brethren at
the Patnarchate of Jemsalem, and to partake in the relief of their sufferning wiile
demonstrating the Chostian commmnion of humamty in times of afflichon, we hereby
announce that the npcoming Sunday, falling on November 12, shall be desipnated as
the day for collecting aid thronghout onr Archdiocese. We kundly request all panshes
to send their collections to the Archdiocesan headquarters. The Archdiocese will
contine to collect aid for one month starting from November 12%

In response to some of your questions reparding the inclusion of petiions in the
Dirine Liturgy for the sake of peace and mercy in the Holy Land, T would like to
The practice of ntroducing new petitions into the Divine Litnegy does not depend on
a personal decision by a bishop or poest. Following the Holy Tradition of our
Orthodox Chmech, at the end of the Great Entrance while processing with the Holy
Gifts, the poest offers the people’s supplications and mentions names and regions
that are poing through turbulent events. This is what we hope for from all of you in
these days when humanity is in dire need of dvine mercy.

Furthermore, we recommend that the secvice of the Paraklers (Supplicatory Canon)
be held in the churches to the extent possible for the fasthful to offer supplications

“The disciples were first called Christians in_Antioch” (Ass 11- 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201} B71-1355'T Archdiccese{@antiochian oz (201) 871-T954 F
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and entreaties, seeking mercy and peace in the Holy Land, especially in Gaza at this
time.
We hope, and as we have witnessed in every crisis, that each and every one of you will

WhﬂlEhEﬂﬂ-E:ﬂ]F contnbute to this humanitarian and fraternal dutjr In c]c:s-.iﬂg;. I am
&ha.ljngtmpmm for you to use dul:iug theze times.

May you always be gnarded by God’s care.
Yours in the Serwice of Christ,

+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“The disciples were first called Christians in_Antisch” (Aets 11: 26)
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Upcoming Services & Events

Date

Time

Event

11/10/2023

7:00am

Orthros

11/11/2023

10:00am

Arabic School

5:00pm

Great Vespers

6:00pm

Compline with Canon for Holy Communion

6:00pm

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner

11/12/2023

8:45am

Orthros

10:00am

Divine Liturgy

10:00am

Sunday School

11/14/2023

0:00am

Orthros

7:00pm

Choir Practice

11/15/2023

7:00am

Liturgy for the beginning of the Nativity Fast

10:00am

Arabic Bible Study

6:00pm

SOYO Night

6:00pm

Nativity Compline

11/16/2023

0:00am

Orthros

1 Year Memorial

if Nasser Ibrahim Rihani

Memory Eternal!

oA — Baptism
Baptism= Joesph Elias
Parents: Victor & Joulie Ladaa
Congratulations!




Aevent Fast £ sttas Reminder!

The Nativity Fast (Advent) begins Wednesday, November
15th and will end December 24th (after Christmas Eve
Liturgy). We are to fast from meat and dairy. In order for
fasting to be effective, it must be accompanied with prayer
and acts of mercy and love. St. John Chrysostom reminds

devour and eat one another.
forgive in this special time in which we prepare for the
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Important: Mark your Calendars for Christmas Liturgy
Important! Please mark your calendars for the Christmas
Liturgy. Matins will begin at 8pm followed by Liturgy at
9:00pm, Sunday December 24th. How can we truly
celebrate Christmas if we skip out on Christmas Liturgy?
The Christmas season is a very busy time, & we have plans
to be with friends & family. But, we must learn to set our
priorities straight, so schedule your gatherings around the
Christmas Liturgy. Can you imagine having a birthday
party without the Dbirthday

change the secularization of Christmas & bring Christ back
Into the picture by remembering the reason for the season.
We look forward to seeing you all at Christmas Liturgy.
God bless!

when we donot attend Chri st

us: 0 Wh at good is it to f ast
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St . ary
Annual Thanksgiving Di
Hosted by Our Antiochian Women
Saturday, November 11, 2023
St. Mary Orthodox Church
6330 W. 127th St.
Palos Heights, IL 60463

Join us for food, music, and raffle! /

Tickets: Aduk$40
Children {B2yrs)$20
Doors open at 6:00pm

Entertainment: CRaki

Please contact Kholoud Swal8 B4, Yasmin Swel
7087129502, Nancy Makhamrefy 788996, Nina
Atiyeh 708684614 or Jane Haddaeb882888 or any

of the Antiochian Women for tickets.

a good thing t
Psalm 92:1



ST. MARY'S CHURCH
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ITEMS
ACCEPTED:

Beans, Chili, Cereal, Pasta,
Pasta Sauce, Peanut Butter,
Jelly, Rice, Dry Milk, Soup, October 1 -

Tuna, Canned Vegetables, December 31
Canned Fruit, Mac & Cheese,

Juice.

Drop Off Times

Sunday Mornings &
Mon. - Fri. 10am - 3pm
HELP DONATE
TO THOSE IN
HUNGER!

Remembering
the words of
St John
Chrysostom: "It
is a better thing
to feed the
hungry than to
raise the dead”

6330 W. 127th St Palos Heights, Il 60463 708-239-0004




St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights m

SAINT MARY

Adult Education with Fr. Mousa ORTHODOX CHURCH
Study the Book of SCHEDULE

Revelation

. . Fri. Oct 27
Join Fr. Mousa twice a month to learn R

about the book of Revelation Fri. Nov 17
Fri. Dec 8

Starting Friday, September 8th, 2023 Fri. Dec 22

Compline at 6:00pm The 2024 schedule will

Class at 7:00pm be released near the
end of 2023

This class is open

~ B to anyone desiring
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Contact
Fabiola with
any questions.
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Nmual General Assembly Meeting ang
Parish Council Nominations

Our Annual General Assembly Meeting willi | h
take place Sunday, November 19th immedi-
ately following the Divine Liturgy. Mark
your calendars and make every effort to
attend.

Please make sure your up to date on your
2023 pledge, so that you can participate in
the General Assembly.

Thanks and God bless!
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18th Avnuad SOULO
Clhuuiatmas Relreal

December 27th-29th | DeKoven Center
Guest Speaker: Fr. Athanasios Papagiannis
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All teens 13 years old and over are invited to our Annual
Christmas Retreat! Join us for an amazing experience
where you will grow in your faith and have a great time
with your friends! The retreat schedule includes sessions
with Fr Athanasios, prayer, gym time, outdoor activities,
and much more.

Cost per participant - $150

If you are in need of financial assistance contact Fr. Mousa directly.

Click here or scan to register [=] =% [=]
All registrations must be submitted by Dec 1st -]
Contact Fabiola with any questions EI

fsweis@stmaryoc.org


https://form.jotform.com/233117042036948
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3 The Teen SOYO of St. Mar Church w1Il-be hostln ths‘ *3
' year s New Year’s Eve Party' 100% of the profits wi go to, #:
R o Feed My Starving Children, '._ ® -. s ,‘l‘

SAVE THE DATE

o " . December 312023 v
+i7 % - 7:00pm Hafleh & Dinner L
K ‘;.' - $75 per tlcket (adults) Scaini
ES "‘ 20 $5O per child 12 and under

FEED MY

STARVING Gt

CHILDREN PRTHOR X CHURGH




Weekly Synaxarion
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On November 12 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we com-
memorate father among the saints John the Almsgiver, patriarch
of Alexandria. Born on Cyprus, John was raised as a true Chris-
tian from childhood. Renowned for his compassion and piety,
John was chosen as Patriarch of Alexandria in the time of Em-
peror Heraclius. He governed the Church of Alexandria for ten
years as a true shepherd, safeguarding it from pagans and here-
tics. He was a model of meekness, charity and love for his fel-
low men. John was also known as “the merciful.” He said: “If
you desire nobility, seek it not in blood, but in virtues, for this
1s true nobility.” Once, as he was on his way to the Church of
Saints Cyrus and John, the patriarch met a needy and unfortu-
nate widow who spoke to him at length about her misfortune.
The patriarch’s escorts became bored by the woman’s lengthy
complaint, and urged the bishop to hurry to the church for the
service, intimating that he could hear the woman’s story after-
ward. John said to them: “And how will God listen to me, if I
do not listen to her?” He would not leave until he heard the
widow’s complaint to the end. Thus John embodied the Beati-
tude: “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”
John entered eternal rest in 620. On this day, we also commem-
orate the Venerable Neilos the Faster of Sinai; Neilos the
-streaming of the Great Lavra on Athos; and Martin the won-
derworker, bishop of Tours. By the intercessions of Thy saints,
O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

14



