Saint Mary Orthodox Church

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone (708) 239-0004 | Fax (708) 221-6449 | www.stmaryoc.org | office@stmaryoc.org
Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm

Sunday, February 20th, 2022

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Leo, bishop of Catania in Sicily; Venerable Vissarion the Great of Egypt; Agathon, pope of
Rome

Entrance Hymn
O Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia!
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Two)

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath
the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory
to Thee.
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Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One)

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling
asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of
Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death.
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Kontakion for the Prodigal Son (Tone Three)

Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory, and dispersed in wicked deeds the
riches that Thou didst give me. With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinned
against Thee, O compassionate Father. But receive me in repentance; make me as one of Thy
hired servants, O Lord.
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Epistle for the Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

The Reading from the First Epistle of
St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not
all things are expedient. All things are lawful
for me, but I will not be brought under the au-
thority of anything. Foods are for the belly,
and the belly for foods; but God will destroy
both it and them. Now the body is not for for-
nication, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the
body; and God both raised up the Lord, and
will also raise us up through His power. Do
you not know that your bodies are members of
Christ? Shall I therefore take away the mem-
bers of Christ, and make them members of a
harlot? God forbid! Or, do you not know that
he who is joined to a harlot is one body with
her? For, “The two,” He says, “shall become
one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord is
one spirit. Flee fornication! Every sin that a
person commits is outside the body, but who-
ever commits fornication sins against his own
body. Or, do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom
you have received from God, and that you are
not your own? For you were bought with a
price; therefore glorify God in your body and
in your spirit, which are God’s.
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Gospel for Sunday of the Prodigal Son

The reading from the Holy Gospel accord-
ing to St. Luke. (15:11-32)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a
man who had two sons; and the younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of property that falls to me.” And he
divided his living between them. Not many
days later, the younger son gathered all he had
and took his journey into a far country, and
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there he squandered his property in loose liv-
ing. And when he had spent everything, a
great famine arose in that country, and he be-
gan to be in want. So he went and joined him-
self to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he
would gladly have fed on the pods that the
swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But
when he came to himself he said, ‘How many
of my father’s hired servants have bread
enough and to spare, but I perish here with
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I
will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy
to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired servants.”” And he arose and came to his
father. But while he was yet at a distance, his
father saw him and had compassion, and ran
and embraced him and kissed him. And the
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy
to be called your son.” But the father said to
his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and
shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and
kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this
my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found.” And they began to make
merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and
as he came and drew near to the house, he
heard music and dancing. And he called one of
the servants and asked what this meant. And
he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and
your father has killed the fatted calf, because
he has received him safe and sound.” But he
was angry and refused to go in. His father
came out and entreated him, but he answered
his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served
you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet
you never gave me a kid that I might make
merry with my friends. But when this son of
yours came, who has devoured your living
with harlots, you killed for him the fatted
calfl” And he said to him, ‘Son, you are al-
ways with me, and all that is mine is yours. It
was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this
your brother was dead, and is alive; he was
lost, and is found.’”
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6 Month Memorial 1 Year Memorial
Hanna Zaghloul Atef Al-Farah
Memory Eternal! Memory Eternal!

1 Year Memorial
Fayez Sweis
Memory Eternal!

Upcoming Services & Events

Date Time Event
2/19/2022 10:00am  |Arabic School
12:00pm  |Parish Council and Organizations Leadership Workshop
5:00pm  |Great Vespers
5:45pm  |Canon and Prayers in Preparation for Holy Communion
6:30pm  |[YAM Dinner & Movie
2/20/2022 8:45am  |Orthros
10:00am  |Divine Liturgy
10:00am  |Sunday School
2/23/2022 10:00am  [Morning Prayers
10:30am  |Arabic Bible Study
6:00pm  |SOYO Night
7:00pm  |Paraklesis to the Theotokos (service of healing)
2/25/2022 6:00pm  |Kids SOYO Night
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SAINT MARY
ORTHODOX CHURCH

PALOS HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS

Young Adult Ministry

Growing closer to Christ by growing together

Saturday, February 19th at 5:00pm
Vespers followed by Dinner and a Movie
featuring “Man of God”

Sunday, March 20th at 2:00pm
St. John Chrysostom Monastery visit
followed by dinner

Saturday, April 2nd at 4:00pm
Lenten Retreat with Fr. Silviu Bunta



Antiochian Village Summer Camp is our
Archdiocesan camp program held In
Bolivar, Pennsylvania. It is an incredible
experience that will leave a long lasting
impact on your children. There are four
2 week sessions to choose from and
registration fills up quickly!

Scholarships are Click here for
available for all more information
students! Registration or visit

opens January 8th. WWW.avcamp.org.

Contact Fabiola with any questions at
fsweis@stmaryoc.org


http://www.avcamp.org/

—
ODEH w0 JAMILEH

—AKKAWI FOUNDATION—

The Odeh and Jamileh Akkawi Foundation is now accepting
applicants for its annual scholarship.

This scholarship is intended to provide our young men and women the
resources they need to reach their God—given potential. The future
Well—being of our beloved community depends on educated leaders who are well
rounded, and are not afraid to take risks in order to advance themselves - and all
of us - to the highest levels possible.

Important Notes

I. Applicants need to be currently attending the sixth or seventh grade.

2. Students must complete an online application at: https://www.akkawifoundation.org/apply

3. To be considered, applicants are required to submit academic transcripts from the last 2
years to:
St. Mary Orthodox Church
Scholarship Committee
6330 W. 127" St.
Palos Heights, IL. 60463

4. A scholarship of up to $1,000 will be awarded to each student as follows: $500 to supplement
tuition/books/supplies; and $500 for extra-curricular activities.

5. If chosen, the student will receive the scholarship beginning the following academic year,
and will continue to receive it annually through the 12th grade, as long as the requirements
continue to be met.

Selection is based on meeting all of the following criteria: academic potential, character, and financial need.
Selected recipients will be notified by email no later than July 1, 2022

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: February 21, 2022

Questions? Email us at akkawifoundation@gmail.com

Empowering Arab Communities with Education



https://www.akkawifoundation.org/apply

Join us for fellowship, friendship, and Worship.’

ACOA

SAINT GEORGE

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
Grand Rapids, Michigan

invites you to join us for the

2022 Parish Life Conference
June 15 to June 19, 2022

HOTEL NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS!

https:/ / grﬂup.embassysuites.cnm/ jhuva
$99—S129 room rates!
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EVENT WEBISTE IS LIVE!

“ﬂww.antinchianevents.org

Please visit to register your “AD” in our Souvenir Journal
In Celebration of Bishop Anthony’s 10Years or In Memory of Fr. John Winfrey

Find us on Socials!

H#GRPLCZUZZ @ St.georgegr



http://www.antiochianevents.org/

chkl naxarlon

On February 20 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we
commemorate our father among the saints Leo, bish-
op of Catania in Sicily; Venerable Vissarion the Great
of Egypt; and Agathon, pope of Rome. On this day,
we make remembrance of the Parable of the Prodigal
Son, which occurs in the noble Gospel and which our
deified Fathers reinstituted in the Triodion. In the par-
able our Savior tells, Jesus illustrates three things: the
condition of the sinner, the canon of repentance and
the knowledge of God’s compassion. For in the per-
son of the prodigal son, we view the wretched condi-
tion that sin creates for us, distant from God and His
Sacraments. However, we become aware of ourselves
and awaken, hastening with hope to return to Him
through repentance. Our Savior wants to call back to
His mansions all those who have been overtaken by
despair, lacking hope of forgiveness for their grave
sins. The Father encourages all of his lost children to
remove the desperation from their hearts, and revive
their energies for virtuous deeds. Through Thine inef-
fable love for mankind, O Christ our God, have mercy
upon us. Amen.



