
   
    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH 
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 
V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Rev. Fr. Danial Doss (OCA) 

Rev. Archdeacon Saed Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 
Parish Council 
Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Isa Riadi - Vice Chairman 

Fadi Abu Manneh - Treasurer 

Scott Abdo - Financial Secretary 

John Eannace - Secretary 

Magida Abudayyeh  

Nidal Al-Farah 

Jason Haddad 

Natalie Salman 

Rashid Sweis 

 
Parish Ministries 
Sunday School - Philip Riske 

SOYO - Jehan Tadros 

YAM - Marram Salman 

Antiochian Women - Nihad Sweis 

Fundraising - Rashid Sweis 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 

Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Nidal Haddad 

Choir - Michael Rascia 

Chanters - Khaled Salman, Faris 

Samawi and Danny Haddad 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 

Ushers - Jamal Swais, Louis Sweiss 

 
Office 
May Sweis 
office@stmaryoc.org 
 
Church Hall Rental 
Call the church office or email our 
Office Administrator 

May 21th 2017 

Sunday of the Blind Man 
Sts. Constantine & Helen Equals-to-the-Apostles 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services: 

Saturday Great Vespers 5:00pm 

(Confessions heard after Great Vespers) 

Sunday Orthros 8:45am followed by Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Wednesday Morning Prayers followed by Arabic Bible Study 10:00am 

Check our website for feast day services and all other services 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death,          

and  upon those in the tombs bestowing life! 
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Changes in the Liturgy  
First Antiphon 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth.  Sing to His name; give glory to His praises. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us! 
Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let all the earth worship Thee, and 
sing to Thee. Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High.  
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior save us!  

Second Antiphon 

May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine 
upon us, and have mercy on us. 
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia! 
That thy way may be known upon earth, thy salvation among all nations.  Let the    
peoples give thanks to Thee, O God; let all the peoples give thanks to Thee. 
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia! 
May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. 
Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, who sing to thee, Alleluia! 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages.  Amen. 
O only-begotten Son, etc.  

Third Antiphon 

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered, and let those who hate Him flee 
from his face. 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in 
the tombs, bestowing life!                                                                                                                          
As smoke vanishes, let them vanish; as wax melteth before the fire.                                 
Christ is risen, etc.                                                                                                                    
So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad.                           
Christ is risen, etc.                                                                                                                   
This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad therein.                      
Christ is risen, etc.  
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Entrance Hymn (Tone Two) 

In the gathering places, bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Israel. Save us 
O Son of God, Who art Risen from the dead, who sing unto thee:  Alleluia!  

Paschal Troparion (Tone Five) 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in 
the tombs, bestowing life! (3x) 

Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone Five) 

Let us believers praise and worship the Word coeternal with the Father and the 
Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation.  For He took pleasure in ascending the 

cross in the flesh to suffer death and to raise the dead by His glorious              
Resurrection.  

Troparion of Ss. Constantine and Helen (Tone Eight) 

Having seen the image of Thy Cross in Heaven, and, like Paul, having received 
the call not from men, Thine apostle among kings, Constantine, entrusted the 

commonwealth to Thy hand, O Lord. Keep us always in peace, by the                
intercessions of the Theotokos, O only Lover of mankind.  

Troparion of the Dormition (Tone One) 

In thy birth giving O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy 
falling asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, 

being the Mother of Life. Wherefore by thine intercessions, deliver our souls 
from death.  

Kontakion of Pascha (Tone Eight) 

O Immortal One, when Thou didst descend into the tomb, Thou didst destroy the 
power of Hades; and Thou didst rise victorious, O Christ God. Thou hast said to 
the ointment bearing women: Rejoice!  And Thou gavest peace to Thy Disciples, 

O Bestower of Resurrection to those who had fallen.  

Epistle for Ss. Constantine and Helen  

Their voice has gone out into all the earth.  
The heavens declare the glory of God. 
The Reading from the Acts of the Saintly and Pure Apostles. (26:1, 12-20). 
In those days, King Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for   
yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his hand and made his defense: “I journeyed to 
Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. At midday, O 
king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining round 
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Gospel of the Sunday of the Blind Man  

me and those who journeyed with me. And when we had all fallen to the ground, I 
heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you     
persecute me? It hurts you to kick against the goads.’ And I said, ‘Who art Thou, 
Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus Whom you are persecuting. But rise and 
stand upon your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to 
serve and bear witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in 
which I will appear to you, delivering you from the people and from the Gentiles, 
to whom I send you to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light 
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and 
a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ Wherefore, O King   
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those at 
Damascus, then at Jerusalem and throughout all the country of Judea, and also to 
the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God and perform deeds worthy of 
their repentance.”  

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. John (9:1-38). 
At that time, when Jesus was passing, he saw a man blind from his birth.  And his 
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?”  Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that 
the works of God might be made manifest in him.  I must work the works of him 
who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work.  As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.”  As he said this, he spat on the ground 
and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the clay, saying to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam (which means Sent).  So he went and 
washed and came back seeing.  The neighbors and those who had seen him before 
as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?”  Some said, “It is 
he”; others said, “No, but he is like him.”  He said, “I am the man.”  They said to 
him, “then how were your eyes opened?”  He answered, “The man called Jesus 
made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I 
went and washed and received my sight.”  They said to him, “Where is he?”  He 
said, “I do not know.”  They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 
been blind.  Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his 
eyes.  The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight.  And he said 
to them, “he put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”  Some of the Pharisees 
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the sabbath.”  But others 
said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?”  There was a division 
among them.  So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about him, 
since he has opened your eyes?”  He said, “He is a prophet.”  The Jews did not  
believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the   
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Megalynarion (Tone One) 

The angel spake to her that is full of grace, saying, O pure Virgin, rejoice. And I 
say also, Rejoice. For thy son is risen from the tomb on the third day. 

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem; for the glory of the Lord hath risen upon thee.  
Rejoice and exult now, O Zion, and thou, O pure one; Theotokos, rejoice at the 

Resurrection of thy Son.  

Koinonikon (Communion Hymn) 

Receive ye the Body of Christ, and taste ye Him who is the Fountain of            
Immortality.  Alleluia.  

Instead of “We have seen the true light”, we sing “Christ is Risen” (Once)  

parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked them, “Is this your son, 
who you say was born blind?  How then does he now see?”  His parents answered, 
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we 
do not know.  Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself.”  His parents said 
this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if any one 
should confess him to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.  Therefore, 
his parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the 
man who had been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this 
man is a sinner.”  He answered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I 
know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  They said to him, “What did he do to 
you?  How did he open your eyes?”  He answered them, “I have told you already, 
and you would not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you too want to 
become his disciples?”  And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but 
we are disciples of Moses.  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes from.”  The man answered, “Why this is a 
marvel!  You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  We 
know that God does not listen to sinners, but if any one is a worshipper of God 
and does his will, God listens to him.  Never since the world began has it been 
heard that any one opened the eyes of a man born blind.  If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.”  They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and 
would you teach us?”  And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him 
out, and having found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”  He     
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”  Jesus said to him, 
“You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you."  He said, "Lord, I believe"; 
and he worshipped him.  



 

Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

5/21:  Amjad and Manar Janinah & Family 

5/28:  Kamal and Nawal Sweis & Family 

6/04:  Emile and Eideh Haddad & Family 

Epistle Reading 
 

5/21: Elaine Riadi & Lily Sweiss 
5/28:  Delia Haddad & Rima Sleiman 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to pre-

pare communion and to share with our parishioners 

at the end of the service. What better way to honor 

your loved ones on their birthday, anniversary,          

graduation or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and 

it encourages fellowship among our community. 

Reminder! 
 

 

All Food for Hungry People     

Boxes are DUE. 
 

Thank You! 

Graduation 
 

Dr. Rana Sweis 
D.M.D. - Doctor of Dental Medicine 

Midwestern University 
College of Dentistry  
Congratulations! 

Wedding 

Hector Sanchez 

and  

Serina Ziad Zureikat 

Congratulations! 

3rd & 9th Day Memorial 

Afife Sweis 

Memory Eternal! 

6 Year Memorial 

Issa Mousa Janinah 

Memory Eternal! 

3rd & 9th Day Memorial 

Jalileh Facuse 

Memory Eternal! 

Newborn 
 

Zeina Amara 

Parents: Jeff & Rhonna Vinke  
 

Congratulations! 

Newborn 
 

Liam Eid 

Parents: Randy & Meghan Sweis  
 

Congratulations! 

9 Year Memorial 

Sabrina Rihani 

Memory Eternal! 
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Saint Mary’s ALTAR SERVERS’ MINISTRY 
“UPON THIS ROCK I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH 

 
 
 

John 12:26 If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 

be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him. 

ATTENTION ALL ALTAR SERVERS  
and PARENTS of ALTAR SERVERS 

 PARENTS PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE BELOW, AND INFORM YOUR 
CHILDREN WHO ARE SERVING (NOTE the new entrance to the  

Holy Altar, and arrival time) 
 

ENTERING THE HOLY ALTAR: PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE 
When entering the Holy Altar, no one is allowed to enter through the curtains of the Iconostas.  You 
MUST enter through the walkway BEHIND the Chanters/Choir to the far left of the church.  No one is 
allowed to enter through the Curtains of the Iconostas. 

ARRIVAL TIME:  The Divine Liturgy begins at 10am;  All Altar Boys MUST be in the Altar         
BEFORE 10am;  if you arrive late, you will be sent back to sit with your family. 

TEAMS: 
Effective with Sunday April 23rd, All Altar boys must follow the schedule of their Team.  So, Sunday 
April 23rd is for Team A; Sunday April 30th is Team B.  Please only serve on those designated dates for 
your Team. 

DRESSING for the Altar: 
Gym/Running shoes are not appropriate for the Holy Altar.  You must wear dress/casual shoes.  Also, 
no shorts or T-shirts are allowed. 
 

Any questions or concerns please see SubDeacons Matthew or Amir. 

May 28 Team B: Sharbel Samawi, Anthony Haddad, Hashem Tadros, Yousef A. Tadros,   
Jacob Tadros, Yousef R. Tadros, Faris Tadros, Basil Tadros, David Alnemri,  Daniel Alnemri, 
Jaisingh Riske,  Sharbel Alafnan, Michael Galuszynski, Nicholas Abu-Manneh, Sleman  
Shaheen, Gus Bousheh, Nicholas Bousheh, Abraham Sweis, Ryan Alhourani, Adrian         
Alhourani, Nicholas Alsweis. 

May 21 Team A:  Murad Salman, Jordan Albakhit, George Albakhit, David Sweiss, Michael 
Sweiss, Kyse Dahdal, Joseph Haddad, Rami Sweis, Saleem Swaiss, Samer Sweis, Christian 
Sweis, Charlie Sayeg, Malik Tadros, Ameer Tadros, Faris Makhamreh, Issa Khoury, Philip 
Haddad, Yazen Swaiss, Yanal Swaiss, Joseph  Fallouh, Joseph Sweis. 
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Blankets will be sold today  
during coffee hour.  

$10 each 
100% of the profits will go to 

help Syrian Refugees. 
 

See Shireen Salman 

 

 

Liturgy of Ascension 

Wednesday, May 24th at 
7:00 pm 

 
 

St. Mary Orthodox Church 
would like to Thank everyone 
who attended the Mother’s Day 
Party, without you the event 
won’t have been such a success.  
We would also like to thank the 
Fuheis American Association on 
their donation of the fruit and 
dessert table.  Last, but not least 
Thank You to all the Antiochian 
Women for their hard work and 
dedication.  May God grant you 
many more years of health and 
happiness. 

 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Wednesday, May 24th at 7:00pm - 
Divine Liturgy for the Ascension (This 
feast celebrates Jesus leaving earth after 
His resurrection and ascending into 
Heaven) 
 
Wednesday, May 31st at 7:00pm - 
The last mentorship session (until we  
resume in the Fall). 
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St. Mary’s Men’s 

Basketball League 

The time has finally come for family, friends, and lots of fun! We are pleased to 

present the 5th Annual Men’s Basketball League. The games will be held in the 

gymnasium of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church. This league will be open to members 

of the community and to our sister churches. We ask that you all spread the word 

as much as possible, as we get things started to have another successful season! 

There will be sign-ups held during coffee hour and open gyms.  

Season begins on June 4th 2017 

Registration begins Sunday, April 23rd 

*Forms, Teams, and Fees due by May 28th  
Requirements:     Information: 

-Signed waiver     -Ages 16 and up 
-Team registration sheet    -Make your own team 
-Fees       -Min members per team -- 7 
-$100/ person- With Purchase of Jersey -Max members per team – 9   

Contact: athletics@stmaryoc.org  

Nidal Haddad 708-691-8849 or Murad Salman708-979-0101 

mailto:athletics@stmaryoc.org
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https://form.jotformpro.com/71234504942957  

https://form.jotformpro.com/71234504942957
https://form.jotformpro.com/71234504942957
https://form.jotformpro.com/71234504942957
https://form.jotformpro.com/71234504942957
https://form.jotformpro.com/71234504942957
https://form.jotformpro.com/71234504942957
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Sky Zone Outing 
 

When: Saturday, May 20 @ 6:30pm 
 (beginning after Great Vespers) 

 

Location: Sky Zone Trampoline Park 
     66 Orland Square Dr. B 
    Orland Park, IL 60462 

$23 per person (includes 90 mins of jump time and socks) 
 

Ages: 19 and up 
 

Please RSVP with Jackie Tadros ASAP! 
RSVP before May 17th for a chance to win 2 free tickets for this event. 

YAM Bible Study 
May 28th after Liturgy 

in the Nadi 
Topic: “Understanding of –and Preparing for– the End Times” 
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Weekly Synaxarion 

 On May 21 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate         
Constantine, Prince of Murom, and his sons Michael and Theodore, the 
Wonderworkers; and the holy, glorious, God-crowned and great Sovereigns 
Constantine and Helen, the Equals to the Apostles.  Before a great battle, a 
brilliant Cross appeared to Constantine in the sky during the day,          
completely adorned with stars and written on the Cross were these words: 
“By this Sign Conquer.” Astonished, the emperor ordered a large cross to 
be forged similar to the one that appeared to him; and that it be carried     
before the army. By the power of the Cross he achieved a glorious victory 
over the larger enemy. Immediately after that, Constantine issued the        
famous Edict of Milan in 313 to halt the persecution of Christians. When a 
discord began in the Church because of the heretic Arius, the emperor    
convened the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea in 325, where the heresy 
was condemned and Orthodoxy confirmed. Helena, the pious mother of the 
emperor, visited Jerusalem, discovered the Honorable Cross of the Lord, 
built the Church of the Resurrection on Golgotha and other churches 
throughout the Holy Land. This holy woman presented herself to the Lord 
in her eightieth year in 327. Emperor Constantine died ten years later at age 
65.  On this day, the sixth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the miracle 
wrought by our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ upon the man who 
was blind from his birth.  The Savior met this man, born blind and            
incurable after every human effort, while leaving the Temple on the       
Sabbath. Saints John Chrysostom, Basil the Great and Irenaeus teach that 
the man was born without eyes. Jesus spat into the dirt, made clay, rubbed it 
in his eye sockets and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam, a famous  
water spring in Jerusalem. The Savior did not send him there because his 
eye sockets were covered in clay, nor did the pool have healing power, but 
instead to test his faith and obedience. The blind man proclaimed that Jesus 
healed him, but this confession caused him to be cast out by the enemies of 
the truth. Even his own parents would not defend him. However, the blind 
man followed Jesus from that moment forward.  By Thine infinite mercy, O 
Christ our God, Giver of light, have mercy on us. Amen. 
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 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 
  

  

  

  

  

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

Call us at (708)430-7008 or visit http://ramallahjewelry.com/ 

 Dresses for all  
your special occasions  

 

(708)671-8682 

12236 S. Harlem  Palos Heights, IL 60463 

ElegantCoutureBoutique  Elegant_Couture www.ElegantCouture.com  

http://www.ramallahjewelry.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com/
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
http://www.elegantcouture.com
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 All proceeds from advertisements support St. Mary Church 

Please support all sponsors who appear in this bulletin 

  

  

  

  

 http://www.utbhome.com 

  620zaid 
Zaid Tannous Hair Salon 

  15547 S. 71st Ct. 

Orland Park, IL 60462 

(331) 645-3448 

zaid.salon@yahoo.com 

 

Professional Hair Stylist 

   

708-496-3344  866-912-9802  

8230 S. Harlem Avenue - Bridgeview, IL 60455   

  

John F. Hann Sr - Owner 
johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com  

Burial  Pre-Planning Shipping Services • • 

3-31-17  3-31-17 

 

The defense of Federal & State criminal cases & 
The prosecution of significant personal injury matters 

 
708.361.2200   www.EannaceLaw.com 

  

http://www.utbhome.com
mailto:zaid.salon@yahoo.com
mailto:zaid.salon@yahoo.com
mailto:zaid.salon@yahoo.com
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.utbhome.com/
http://www.hsplegal.com/
http://www.royalberryrestaurant.com/
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com/
mailto:johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
mailto:johnsr@hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
http://www.hannfuneralhome.com
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