
 

  

 
  

    

SAINT MARY ORTHODOX CHURCH 
The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 

  

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” (Acts 11:26) 

6330 W. 127th St., Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Phone : (708) 239-0004, Fax : (708) 221-6449 

www.stmaryoc.org (office@stmaryoc.org) 

Church Office Hours : Monday - Friday 10:00am-3:00pm 

  
St. Mary Parish Clergy 

V. Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad, Pastor 

V. Rev. Fr. Malek Rihani 

Subdeacon Matthew Sweis 

Subdeacon Ameer Tadros 

 

Parish Council 

Luai Sweiss - Chairman 

Abdullah Tadros - Vice Chairman 
Jason Haddad - Treasurer 

Ramiz Sweiss- Financial Secretary  

Fabiola Sweis  - Secretary 
Nidal Al-Farah 

Constantin Kari 

Abeer Khouri 
Faris Samawi 

Bassam Shaheen  

Feras Sweis  
 

Parish Ministries 

Sunday School - Philip Riske 
SOYO - Murad Salman  

Fellowship - Fabiola Sweis 
Antiochian Women -  

Magida Abudayyeh  

Handmaids - Mansoura Khouri and 
Lina Haddad 

Humanitarian - Shireen Salman 

OCLife - Nancy Cannon 
Fishers of Men - John Eannace 

Athletics - Melad Qodsi 

Choir - Michael Rascia 
Chanters - Khaled Salman and 

Faris Samawi 

Webmaster - Sana Sweis 
  

Office 

May Sweis 
administrator@stmaryoc.org 

 

Church Hall Rental 

Call the church office or email our 

Office Administrator 

 

May 31st, 2015 

Sunday of Pentecost  
  

 

 

Weekly Schedule of Services 
Saturday: 5:00p.m. -- Great Vespers  

Sunday: 8:45 a.m. Matins -- 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. Matins -- 10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

(Confessions by Appointment) 

Welcome to St. Mary Orthodox Church! We extend our warmest and heartfelt greetings to you and your family. 

If this is your first time with us, we pray that you feel at home. After all, we are gathered together in our Father's 

house. For more information, please see one of the ushers at the end of the service for a “Welcome Packet.” 

May God bless you and give you many healthy years in His service.  
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Changes in the Liturgy  
First Antiphon 

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament proclaimeth the work 

of his hands. Day unto day poureth forth speech, and night unto night              

proclaimeth knowledge. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us. 

There are neither tongues nor words in which their voices are not heard. Their 

sound hath gone forth into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the 

world. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen. 

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.  
 

Second Antiphon 

The Lord hear thee in the day of affliction; the Name of the God of Jacob defend 

thee. Let him send forth unto thee help from his sanctuary, and out of Zion let 

him help thee. 

Save us, O Good Comforter, who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 

Let him remember every sacrifice of thine, and thy whole-burnt offering let him 

fatten. 

Save us, O Good Comforter, who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 

The Lord grant thee according to thy heart, and fulfill all thy purposes.  

Save us, O Good Comforter, who sing to Thee, Alleluia. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto 

ages of ages.  Amen. 

O Only-begotten Son and Word of God...  
 

Third Antiphon 

O Lord, in thy strength the king shall be glad, and in thy salvation shall he rejoice 

exceedingly. The desire of his heart hast thou granted unto him, and hast not    

denied him the request of his lips. Thou wentest before him with blessings of 

goodness, thou hast set upon his head a crown of precious stones. He asked life 

of thee, and thou gavest him length of days unto ages of ages. 

Blessed art thou, O Christ our God, who hast revealed the fishermen as most 

wise, having sent upon them the Holy Spirit, and through them thou hast fished 

the universe, O Lover of mankind, glory to thee. 
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Entrance Hymn 

Be Thou exalted, O Lord, in thy strength; we shall praise and sing of thy mighty 

acts. Save us, O Good Comforter, who sing to Thee. Alleluia!  

Troparion of Pentecost (Tone Eight) 

Blessed art thou, O Christ our God, who hast revealed the fishermen as most 

wise, having sent upon them the Holy Spirit, and through them thou hast fished 

the universe, O Lover of mankind, glory to thee.  

Kontakion of Pentecost )Tone Eight( 

When the high One descended, confusing tongues, he divided the nations.  And 

when he distributed the fiery tongues he called all to one unity.  Wherefore, in 

unison we glorify the most Holy Spirit.  

Instead of the Trisagion Hymn, the following is sung: 

“As many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia.” (3x)  

Epistle of Pentecost  

Their voice has gone out into all the earth! 

The heavens declare the glory of God! 

The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles (2:1-11). 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And 

suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled 

all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of 

fire, distributed and resting on each one of them.  And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them      

utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every 

nation under heaven.  And at this sound the multitude came together, and they 

were bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language.  

And they were amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all these who are     

speaking Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native    

language?  Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia,   

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontos and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and    

proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the 

mighty works of God.”  
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Gospel of Pentecost  

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. John (7:37-52, 8:12). 

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, “If any 

one thirst, let him come to me and drink.  He who believes in me, as the scripture 

has said, ‘Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.’”  Now this he said 

about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to receive; for as yet the 

Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard 

these words, many of the people said, “This is really the prophet.”  Others said, 

“This is the Christ.”  But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee?  Has not 

the scripture said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from    

Bethlehem, the village where David was?”  So there was a division among the 

people over him.  Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on 

him. The officers then went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to 

them, “Why did you not bring him?”   The officers answered, “No man ever 

spoke like this man!”  The Pharisees answered them, “Are you led astray, you    

also?  Have any of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him?  But this 

crowd, who do not know the law, are accursed.”  Nicodemus, who had gone to 

him before, and who was one of them, said to them, “Does our law judge a man 

without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?”  They replied, 

“Are you from Galilee too?  Search and you will see that no prophet is to rise 

from Galilee.” Again, Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he 

who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

The Megalynarion of Pentecost (Tone Seven) 

O Mother that hath known no man, thou didst conceive, not experiencing         

corruption, lending a body to the Word, the Creator of all, becoming a receptacle 

to thine insupportable Creator, a dwelling-place to thine incomprehensible Maker.  

Wherefore, O Virgin Theotokos, thee do we magnify.  

Koinonikon 

Thy good Spirit shall lead me into the right land.  Alleluia. 

Instead of “We have seen the true light…”, sing:  

Troparion of Pentecost (Tone Eight) 

Blessed art thou, O Christ our God, who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise, 

having sent upon them the Holy Spirit, and through them thou hast fished the   

universe, O Lover of mankind, glory to thee.  
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 * There will be a second collection today for the missions of the Midwest* 
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Holy Bread and Coffee Hour 

05/31:  Ziad and May Sweis & Family 

06/07:  Eid Swais & Family 

06/14:  Ghandi and Georgette Sweis & Family 

Epistle Reading 

 

05/31:  Awan Sweis & Rana Nino 

06/07:  Nour Swaiss & Scott Abdo 

Honoring your loved ones: Please consider 

signing up for one or more Sundays to 

provide Holy Bread and Coffee hour. 

It’s this gift of Holy Bread that we use to prepare 

communion and to share with our parishioners at the 

end of the service. What better way to honor your 

loved ones on their birthday, anniversary, gradua-

tion or memorial. It takes minimal effort, and it en-

courages fellowship among our community. 

“Bible Verse of the Week” 
 

But none of these things move me; nor do I 

count my life dear to myself, so that I may 

finish my race with joy, and the ministry 

which I received from the Lord Jesus, to   

testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 

Acts 20:24  

Baptism 
 

Jaxon 
 

Parents: Jason and Katia Haddad 

Congratulations! 

Engagement 
 

Mousa William Haddadin 

& 

Jennifer Hasan Sweis 

Congratulations! 

Graduation 
 

Tatiana Alaraj 

Homer Junior High with honors 
 

Congratulations! 

Graduation 
 

Elias Jalil Atiyeh 

Central Middle School 
 

Congratulations! 

New Born 
 

Seleen 
 

Parents: John and Razan Khouri 

Congratulations! 

Graduation 
 

Omar Sami Nemri 

Oak Lawn Home Town Middle School 
 

Congratulations! 

Graduation 
 

Rosie Alaraj 

Homer Junior High with honors 
 

Congratulations! 

Graduation 
 

Samar Shaheen 

Bachelor: Biology 

University of Illinois in Chicago 
 

Congratulations! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=NKJV&search=Acts%2020:24
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St. Mary Orthodox Church of Palos Heights 

“A Christian’s Attitude Towards Muslims” 
 

Bible Study followed by lunch provided in the Nadi  
 

Brought to you by the Fellowship of St. John the Divine 
 

When: Sunday, May 31, 2015 

Time: 12:30 p.m. (after Liturgy)  

Where: Nadi at St. Mary 

Ages 19 and older 

Contact any Fellowship officer with questions. 

6330 W. 127th St. Palos Heights, IL | StMaryFSJD     

 

One Day Retreat  

with Fr. Danial Doss 

 

New Gracanica Monastery 
 

On May 30th, 2015 
 

Rsvp by May 24th, 2015 
 

If you have any questions please call 

Fr. Danial Doss or  

Shireen Salman at 708-717-9640  
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Aloha Ladies! 
We’re having a 

Hawaiian Party 
and you’re invited! 

 

Date:  July 10, 2015 
Place:  Fellowship Hall 

Time:  6:00 p.m. 
Cost:  $25 per person 

 

Come join us for a fun night out. 
 

Sponsored by the Antiochian Women 
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     The time has finally come for family, friends, and lots of fun! We are pleased to pre-

sent the 4th Annual Men’s Basketball League. The games will be held in the gymnasium 

of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church. This league will be open to members of the community 

and to our sister churches. The timing of this league couldn’t be better as we try to come 

together as a community to enjoy companionship and some friendly competition. We 

ask that you all spread the word as much as possible, as we get things started to have 

another successful season! There will be sign-ups held during coffee hour and open 

gyms.  

*Forms, Teams, and Fees due by May 17th 2015 

Season begins on June 2nd 2015 

Contact: athletics@stmaryoc.org  

Nidal Haddad 708-691-8849 or Melad Qodsi 708-692-0561 

St. Mary’s Men’s 

Basketball League 
 

Information: 
-Ages 16 and up 
-Make your own team 
-Min members per team -- 7 
-Max members per team – 9 

Requirements:     
-Signed waiver 
-Team registration sheet 
-Fees 
-$75/ person- No Purchase of Jersey 
-$100/ person- With Purchase of Jersey 

mailto:athletics@stmaryoc.org
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What:    Dodge Ball Tournament Presented by  

         St. Mary’s Orthodox Athletic Ministry 

Who:     Ages 14 and up, 5 players per team; 1    

         must be female 

Fee:       $20 per person/$100 per team 

When:   Sunday, September 6th 2015 at 3:00 PM 

Where:  The Gymnasium of St. Mary Orthodox    

         Church at 6330 W, 127th St., Palos Heights,   

         IL, 60463 

 

FOR 

REGISTRATION  

FORMS AND MORE       

INFORMATION,  

CONTACT US AT             

athleics@stmaryoc.org 
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Weekly Synaxarion 

  

 On this day, the eighth Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate 

Holy Pentecost.  On this day—the fiftieth after Great and 

Holy Pascha—we commemorate the   descent of the Holy 

Spirit upon the holy Disciples and Apostles in the form of 

tongues of fire. Numbering about 120, they who followed 

the Master gathered in   Jerusalem in the upper room of a 

house to await the Lord’s promise to send the Holy Spirit. 

At about the third hour of the day, there came a sound from 

Heaven as of a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the 

house.   Cloven tongues immediately appeared, like as of 

fire, and sat upon the head of each of them. The Apostles   

began to speak, not with the languages of their ancestors, 

but with other languages with which the Holy Spirit     

supplied them, as He inspired them. After the Apostle    

Peter explained what had happened, 3,000 people joined 

the Church on the inauguration of the priesthood of grace. 

The objectives of Pentecost are, namely, the coming of the 

Holy Spirit into the world, the fulfillment of the promise of 

Jesus Christ, and the completion of the undefiled hope of 

the Apostles  By the intercessions of the Holy Apostles, O 

Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 


